“Providing Professional Community Service”

Caribou County Sheriff’s Office

Soda Springs, Idaho

     
The Caribou County Sheriff’s office patrols approximately 1,786 square miles within the counties borders.  The general county lines are from south of Grace, Idaho at the Franklin County line to the north of Chesterfield meeting Bannock County.  Then from the top of Fish Creek summit bordering Bannock County near Lava Hot Springs to the east to the Bear Lake County line east of Soda Springs.  Going south from Soda Springs to the Bailey Creek area where it joins Bear Lake County.  From Soda Springs to Henry, Wayan, and to Freedom.  Freedom is half in the State of Idaho within Caribou County and half in Wyoming in Lincoln County.  Also north of Soda Springs at the north end of the Blackfoot reservoir we border Bingham  county, and in Freedom we border Bonniville County.  Over the years every county we have borders with have jointly investigated cases with one another and have enjoyed wonderful relations with those agencies in other counties and Lincoln County, Wyoming!  

The Caribou County Sheriff and his deputies also patrol and are responsible for the cities of Grace and Bancroft who have no city enforcement officers.

A deputy maybe handling a call such as a traffic accident in Lago or Thatcher south of Grace and suddenly be called for services in Freedom, Idaho which would is a 85 mile drive or more one way.  

The Sheriff is responsible for all civil process service within Caribou County, criminal investigations, traffic accidents, security, patrol, vehicle identification inspections, school zones, and countless other functions such as community services, traffic control at the County Fair and Rodeo, Bancroft Pioneer Days, Soda Springs 4th of July celebration, and all aspects of public safety.  We also assist the Idaho State Police, Idaho Department of Fish and Game, Idaho Probation and Parole, County Probation Department, Emergency services, to include assisting the Ambulance and EMT’s and Firemen.  

The Caribou County Sheriff’s Office is dedicated to being the watchful eye who provides security for our community.  By aggressively patrolling the towns, neighborhoods, back country and recreation areas of Caribou County.  We actively patrol the Forest Service property to include camping areas in Pebble west of Bancroft, Mill Creek Campground in the Narrows north of Soda Springs, Gravel Creek campground in Wayan, and many other camping areas.  We assist Forest Service and BLM Law Enforcement Officers with their duties.  BLM campgrounds such as Sage Hen Flats west of Blackfoot Reservoir and the Dyke Lake campground at the south end of the Blackfoot reservoir.  The Sheriff’s Office Marine Division maintains several patrol boats for use on the Blackfoot, Alexander, and Chesterfield reservoirs.  In addition to Search and Rescue members who are certified Marine Deputies, most of the Patrol Deputies are certified Marine Deputies as well.  The Marine Deputies can inspect boats for safety items and registrations and can coach boat owners on safe use of the watercraft and how to properly maintain them.  Safety on the water is the highest concern for the Marine Deputies.

The Caribou County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue team are knowledgeable in the use of ATV’s, Snowmobiles, operation of a Snow Cat, radio operation, use of 4 wheel drive vehicles, and First Aid.  The Search and Rescue and Patrol Deputies are familiar with the use of GPS and assisting Life Flight to back country rescue.  They’re knowledge of the County and back country are of great value.

The Sheriff’s Office Reserve Deputies complete training and certification through the State of Idaho Peace Officers and Standards.  Reserve Deputies assist full time Deputies during busy times, and emergencies.

The Sheriff’s Office Deputies are required by the Idaho Peace Officers Standards and training to complete at least 40 hours of training every two years to maintain their certifications.  Most Deputies receive more hours of training to keep up with current trends of investigation, knowledge of changing Idaho Code, and learning more and more about the field of Law Enforcement in general.  Several of the Sheriff’s Deputies hold advanced certificates from the Idaho Peace Officers and Standards and Training.  The advanced certificates are earned by hours of training, years of experience, college credits, and specialized schools.  The first certificate earned by law enforcement officers in Idaho is the Basic certificate which is for someone taking college or attending college in a law enforcement training and who also finishes one year of service with one agency.  The next certificate is the Intermediate which usually includes years of service and additional training.  The Advanced certificate requires specific training and yet more years of service.  The Management certificate requires 100 hours of management training, with 50 within a three year period and to be in possession of an Advanced certificate.  

The Caribou County Sheriff’s office takes pride in having achieved these standards and excelling in the advancement of their careers.  Being better trained, educated and experienced allows the staff to make more educated decisions and better performance of their duties.

Sheriff

             Ric L. Anderson

